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different villages and towns are mainly used for pulling
the boats against unfavourable currents and winds.
People usually come to the village by boats, except
a few pedlars. Nearly every household possesses at
least one boat. The importance of the boat in com-
munication means that the houses must be near the
water and consequently determines the plan of the
village. Villages grow up along the streams ; at the
junction of several streams, bigger villages are found.
As we can see from the accompanying map, the back-
bone of Kaihsienkung village is formed by three
streams, designated here as A, B, and C. Stream A,
the main one, runs like an arc, and from this the village
gets its name. Kaihsienkung literally means open-
string-bow.

Boats are not convenient for short distances or very
light traffic inside the residential area. Roads are
built for communication between the houses. In this
case, the streams represent obstacles to communi-
cation and the separated yu must be connected by
bridges.

The road system of this village does not form a
complete circle. In the northern part of yu III, a
large part of the land is used for farming. In that
part, there are only small paths among the farms, and
they are not convenient for walking, especially during
wet weather. Owing to this fact the bridge at the
west end of stream A is the central point in the system.
Small shops are concentrated largely around the
bridges, especially the bridge at the west end (XIV-8).

Nevertheless, in the village plan, there is no special
place where the public life of the people is concentrated.
Except for the informal gatherings in the summer
evenings around the bridges, there has been no